Essay 1: Disability support kit –class hygiene and student onboarding.

Contextual Background:
As a lecturer who teaches technical skills in games design - across 3 different courses, my main objective was always to teach and assist with the software as much as possible. Initially, I spent very little time on onboarding students: discussing class hygiene and other details that may enhance students’ experience. During the last “Away Day” we were introduction of our university's Disability Inclusion Toolkit, which has altered my approach, allowing for a more inclusive and supportive onboarding process, which enhances teaching and learning experience.

Evaluation:
The Disability Inclusion Toolkit's integration into the onboarding process has substantially improved the accessibility and comfort level for different students. Previously, the lack of targeted resources and support mechanisms during early student engagement had a potential for unnecessary barriers. By employing the toolkit, I've observed better student interaction, higher engagement levels, and a sense of ease – after I have properly introduced myself and set clear expectations for my sessions. I think it’s an important part of teaching to set clear goals and expectations for everyone – as it fosters sense of community and belonging. But as always – every cohort of students is different and the effectiveness of this integration still requires continuous monitoring and adaptation to meet diverse student needs effectively.
Moving Forward:
So far, this year I can see how inclusion of Disability Inclusion Toolkit assisted me with continual development and refinement of our onboarding processes. To build on this momentum, a broad approach aimed at deepening our understanding and application of inclusivity principles is essential. It is important that students have a 15-20 min “buffer time”, where they are able to come and ask questions, this is usually done – at the beginning or at the end of the session. This gives students ability to quickly resolve their potential issues in person.
Expanding the scope of the toolkit to include digital accessibility measures is another important step forward. With the increasing reliance on online learning platforms, ensuring that digital content and resources are accessible and effective. I tend to have my learning materials available in the variety of formats: Even though I will always cover core concepts in class, there is always a pdf instruction sheet and a video available which reflects the session. These materials are always available before the session so the students can use it as I do in-person presentation or later on. It’s important to acknowledge that everyone learns in different ways, so the resources must be available in multiple formats to fully support our students.

Engaging with external experts and organizations specializing in disability inclusion can also provide valuable insights and resources, helping to ensure that our approaches are informed by best practices and current research. Collaborations with these entities could lead to the development of new strategies and tools tailored to the unique needs of our student population. This can take a form of external presentation, or unique experiences tailored for our students. For example, there is a bee keeping community near our university, which can enhance student experience and spark their interest in a different way.
In conclusion, the Disability Inclusion Toolkit has laid a solid foundation for enhancing student onboarding. Moving forward, a commitment to continuous improvement, collaboration, and community engagement will ensure that my teaching maintains a good grasp on disability inclusion.
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