Essay 3: Balancing persistence and ability in Western education.

Contextual Background:
In Western education, the traditional assessment of students leans heavily towards evaluating current abilities. This contrasts with Eastern approaches, particularly in Japan, where emphasis is placed on persistence and effort. This difference raises questions about the feasibility and potential benefits of prioritizing persistence over innate talent in Western educational paradigms.

Evaluation:
Western education systems, with their focus on standardised testing and immediate academic performance, seemingly undervalue the role of persistence. While these methods effectively measure current knowledge and skills, they may not fully capture a student's learning potential or resilience. Several educational strategies, such as: formative assessments and growth mindset curricula, attempt to bridge this gap by recognizing effort and improvement over time. However, the effectiveness of these strategies is still limited within our culture that favours natural ability and quick mastery, leaving little room for endorsing the slow but steady gains made through persistent effort.

Moving Forward:
To fully take on the importance of persistence over innate ability in Western education, a comprehensive cultural and systemic shift is necessary. First, our briefs must evolve to support continuous learning and improvement. This can be done in a form of more formative assessments that track progress over time (tools like blogs and padlet etc), rather than relying solely on summative assessments- which is akin to – a snapshot of student's ability at a particular moment.

Additionally, adopting a more holistic approach to student evaluation, one that includes measures of effort, improvement, and resilience, could better reflect the value of persistence. MIDA has recently started running a “Work In Progress” show- which is a fantastic way to capture student’s journey, currently it does not play any role in the grading process. However, it is noticeable that students put a lot of effort into presenting their work and a lot more improvements is expected for the final show.

It is also important to acknowledge that, this is highly dependent on the subject- but a potential approach is to have a lot of mini-briefs, where students engage in longer-term projects that require sustained effort, collaboration, and problem-solving, thereby naturally valuing persistence. Understandably, this would make the grading process more strenuous. Perhaps there is a middle ground, where students are required to submit multiple projects – but they are only graded on the best one- which can be decided by the teaching team.
Another potential issue may rise where students with Western background may not want to engage in the briefs that are not fully assessed. Perhaps this can be changed by clearly communicating the importance of persistence over temporal ability, so that students fully understand the meaning and intention of this approach.

In conclusion, while the Western educational tradition has historically favoured assessing ability, the potential for prioritizing persistence is both feasible and promising. By reevaluating assessment strategies, curriculum designs, and broader educational values, Western education can cultivate a more inclusive and empowering environment that recognizes persistence as a critical component of students’ success.
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